
Eesti Evangeelse Luterliku Kiriku kirikukogu avaldu s  

Suhtumisest homoseksuaalsesse käitumisse kirikutes ja kirikuosadusest  

 

Viimastel aastatel on mõnedes kirikutes toimunud arutelud inimese, tema seksuaalsuse ja 
abielu üle, mis on viinud uue suhtumiseni homoseksuaalsesse käitumisse. See kajastub kiriku 
praktika muutmises – on hakatud õnnistama või laulatama samasoolisi paare ning ordineerima 
ka vaimulikke, kes elavad koos samast soost partneriga.  

Eesti Evangeelse Luterliku Kiriku kirikukogu jälgib murega taolisi arenguid mõnedes 
Luterliku Maailmaliidu, Porvoo Osaduskonna ja Evangeelsete Kirikute Osaduse Euroopas 
liikmeskirikutes. Kirikuosadus kasvab välja ühisest usust ning väljendub ka õpetuslikus 
üksmeeles. See tähendab, et kirikuosaduse liikmeskirikud ei langeta kiriku ajaloolist õpetust 
ja praktikat puudutavaid otsuseid ilma konsensuseta kirikuosaduse tasandil. Vastasel korral 
pingestatakse ja pärsitakse kirikutevahelist osadust, mis rajaneb evangeeliumil Jeesusest 
Kristusest ning teostub ühises tunnistamises ja teenimises.  

2008. aastal väljendas Eesti Kirikute Nõukogu oma liikmeskirikute ühist seisukohta, et 
„pühakirjatraditsiooni ei saa ümber tõlgendada homoseksuaalset praktikat heakskiitvas 
tähenduses. Homoseksuaalsus on Piibli järgi patt, mida käsitletakse nii Vanas kui Uues 
Testamendis ühtviisi negatiivses valguses. Kristlikus elu mõistmises ega praktikas ei saa pattu 
„normaliseerida“.“  

Samasugust arusaama on korduvalt väljendanud ka Eesti, Läti ja Leedu evangeelsete-luterlike 
kirikute piiskopid. Nad juhivad tähelepanu raskustele, mis tekivad kirikutevahelises 
suhtlemises seoses ühepoolsete muudatustega kiriku senises õpetuses inimesest, abielust, 
inimese seksuaalsusest ning sellest juhinduvas praktikas.  

Sellest lähtuvalt EELK kirikukogu avaldab, et samasooliste isikute kooselu õnnistamine või 
koguni laulatamine ei ole kooskõlas Pühakirja ja kristliku usuga. Kui üks kirik taolise 
tegevuse ametlikult heaks kiidab, avaldub selles selge erinevus kristliku usu ja kiriku õpetuse 
mõistmises, mis takistab altari- ja kantsliosaduse teostamist kirikute vahel.  

Ustavus Jumalale ja Tema sõnale nõuab meilt, et me õpetaksime, kuulutaksime ja järgiksime 
ainult seda õpetust, mille Issand on oma Kirikule usaldanud, et inimesed pääseksid ja tuleksid 
tõe tundmisele (1Tm 2:4). Me nendime, et Luterlikus Maailmaliidus, Porvoo Kirikuosaduses 
ja Evangeelsete Kirikute Osaduses Euroopas puudub üksmeel suhtumises homoseksuaalsesse 
käitumisse. Me kutsume kirikuid, kes ühepoolselt on senist praktikat muutnud või kes 
kaaluvad selle muutmist, naasma Jumala sõna kindlale alusele ja palvetame, et Püha Vaim 
juhiks meid kogu tõesse (Jh 16:13).  
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Declaration of the General Synod of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church: 
Regarding the stance of churches on homosexual behaviour and fellowship between 
churches. 
 
In the last few years a discussion has taken place in some churches about human beings, 
human sexuality and marriage which has resulted in a new attitude towards homosexual 
behaviour. This is reflected in the change of practice by churches – blessings or marriage of 
same-sex couples as well as the ordination of clergy who are living in same-sex relationships. 
 
The General Synod of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church with great concern watches 
closely such developments in some of the member churches of the Lutheran World 
Federation, Porvoo Communion and Community of Protestant Churches in Europe. Church 
fellowship grows out of a common faith and is reflected in a common understanding of 
doctrine. This means that churches in fellowship with one another do not make decisions 
regarding the historical teaching and practice of the church without reaching consensus with 
one another within the level of the organization binding together the church bodies.  
Otherwise, the fellowship between churches, which is founded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and realized through a common witness and service, is strained and inhibited. 
 
In 2008 the Estonian Council of Churches through a common stand by its members expressed 
that “the tradition of Holy Scripture cannot be reinterpreted as sanctioning homosexual 
practice. Homosexuality according to the Bible is a sin which is dealt in a negative light 
within both the Old and New Testaments. In the understanding of Christian life and practice, 
sin cannot be ‘made to become the norm’”. 
 
This same understanding has been reiterated by the bishops of the Estonian, Latvian and 
Lithuanian evangelical Lutheran churches. They have drawn attention to the difficulties 
arising in inter-church relations when a unilateral change has been made in the church’s 
traditional teaching about humanity, marriage, human sexuality and the therefore following 
practice. 
 
Thereby, the General Synod of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church declares that the 
blessing or even marriage of people living in same sex relationships is not in accordance with 
the teaching of the Holy Scripture and the Christian faith. When one church officially 
approves such behaviour, that church is expressing a clear difference in the understanding of 
the Christian faith and church doctrine. This impairs the implementation of altar- and pulpit 
fellowship between churches. 
 
Faithfulness to God and to God’s word demands of us, that we teach, proclaim and follow 
only that teaching which our Lord has entrusted to his Church so that all people be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth. (I Timothy 2:4) We lay down as fact that within the 
Lutheran World Federation, Porvoo Communion and Community of Protestant Churches in 
Europe there fails to be a common stand in relation to homosexual behaviour. We call upon 
the churches that have unilaterally changed the up until now held practice or are considering 
making such changes to return to solid foundation of God’s word and we pray that the Holy 
Spirit guide us into all the truth (John 16:13). 
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