Eesti Evangeelse Luterliku Kiriku kirikukogu avaldu s
Suhtumisest homoseksuaalsesse kaitumisse kirikutgskirikuosadusest

Viimastel aastatel on ménedes kirikutes toimunugkednd inimese, tema seksuaalsuse ja
abielu tle, mis on viinud uue suhtumiseni homose&lsesse kaitumisse. See kajastub kiriku
praktika muutmises — on hakatud &nnistama voi tanla samasoolisi paare ning ordineerima
ka vaimulikke, kes elavad koos samast soost pagter

Eesti Evangeelse Luterliku Kiriku kirikukogu jalgimurega taolisi arenguid monedes
Luterliku Maailmaliidu, Porvoo Osaduskonna ja Eveslgete Kirikute Osaduse Euroopas
likmeskirikutes. Kirikuosadus kasvab valja Uhisestust ning véljendub ka Opetuslikus
uksmeeles. See tahendab, et kirikuosaduse liikmiles#iei langeta kiriku ajaloolist dpetust

ja praktikat puudutavaid otsuseid ilma konsensukgtkuosaduse tasandil. Vastasel korral
pingestatakse ja péarsitakse kirikutevahelist odadmss rajaneb evangeeliumil Jeesusest
Kristusest ning teostub thises tunnistamises jain@ses.

2008. aastal valjendas Eesti Kirikute NOukogu onilemeskirikute Uhist seisukohta, et

.puhakirjatraditsiooni ei saa Umber tdlgendada hssksuaalset praktikat heakskiitvas

tahenduses. Homoseksuaalsus on Piibli jargi paiia rkésitletakse nii Vanas kui Uues

Testamendis Uhtviisi negatiivses valguses. Krigfliklu mdistmises ega praktikas ei saa pattu
~-nhormaliseerida“.”

Samasugust arusaama on korduvalt véljendanud ka E&s ja Leedu evangeelsete-luterlike
kirikute piiskopid. Nad juhivad tahelepanu rasklestemis tekivad kirikutevahelises
suhtlemises seoses Uhepoolsete muudatustega lseRises Opetuses inimesest, abielust,
inimese seksuaalsusest ning sellest juhinduvagikaak

Sellest lahtuvalt EELK kirikukogu avaldab, et saowsste isikute kooselu dnnistamine voi
koguni laulatamine ei ole kooskdlas Puhakirja jastkku usuga. Kui Uks kirik taolise
tegevuse ametlikult heaks kiidab, avaldub sellé&geserinevus kristliku usu ja kiriku dpetuse
maoistmises, mis takistab altari- ja kantsliosadesstamist kirikute vahel.

Ustavus Jumalale ja Tema sdnale nGuab meilt, eédprtaksime, kuulutaksime ja jargiksime
ainult seda opetust, mille Issand on oma Kirikidaldanud, eihhimesed pééaseksid ja tuleksid
tde tundmiselélTm 2:4). Me nendime, et Luterlikus Maailmaliidu®rvoo Kirikuosaduses

ja Evangeelsete Kirikute Osaduses Euroopas puukisineéel suhtumises homoseksuaalsesse
kaitumisse. Me kutsume kirikuid, kes Uhepoolselt senist praktikat muutnud vdi kes
kaaluvad selle muutmist, naasma Jumala sd6na kendlalsele ja palvetame, et Piha Vaim
juhiks meid kogu tdesse (Jh 16:13).

Tallinnas 25. novembril 2009



Declaration of the General Synod of the Estoniaar§elical Lutheran Church:
Regarding the stance of churches on homosexual befaur and fellowship between
churches.

In the last few years a discussion has taken phaseme churches about human beings,
human sexuality and marriage which has resultednaw attitude towards homosexual
behaviour. This is reflected in the change of pcadby churches — blessings or marriage of
same-sex couples as well as the ordination of gkt are living in same-sex relationships.

The General Synod of the Estonian Evangelical Lnaiih€hurch with great concern watches
closely such developments in some of the memberchka of the Lutheran World
Federation, Porvoo Communion and Community of Btaté Churches in Europe. Church
fellowship grows out of a common faith and is refidgl in a common understanding of
doctrine. This means that churches in fellowshifhwhne another do not make decisions
regarding the historical teaching and practicénefchurch without reaching consensus with
one another within the level of the organizatiomdimg together the church bodies.
Otherwise, the fellowship between churches, whsdoiunded on the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and realized through a common witness and semgicrained and inhibited.

In 2008 the Estonian Council of Churches througbramon stand by its members expressed
that “the tradition of Holy Scripture cannot benterpreted as sanctioning homosexual
practice. Homosexuality according to the Bible @rawhich is dealt in a negative light

within both the Old and New Testaments. In the wstdading of Christian life and practice,

sin cannot be ‘made to become the norm™.

This same understanding has been reiterated tyigheps of the Estonian, Latvian and
Lithuanian evangelical Lutheran churches. They lthagvn attention to the difficulties
arising in inter-church relations when a unilatefe@nge has been made in the church’s
traditional teaching about humanity, marriage, harsaxuality and the therefore following
practice.

Thereby, the General Synod of the Estonian Evarajdlutheran Church declares that the
blessing or even marriage of people living in sa@erelationships is not in accordance with
the teaching of the Holy Scripture and the Chnistaith. When one church officially
approves such behaviour, that church is expressolgar difference in the understanding of
the Christian faith and church doctrine. This innpa&ine implementation of altar- and pulpit
fellowship between churches.

Faithfulness to God and to God’s word demands ofhat we teach, proclaim and follow
only that teaching which our Lord has entrustelisoChurch so that all peopbe saved and
come to the knowledge of the trughTimothy 2:4) We lay down as fact that withret
Lutheran World Federation, Porv@mmunion and Community of Protestant Churches in
Europe there fails to be a common stand in relabdmomosexual behaviour. We call upon
the churches that have unilaterally changed thentibnow held practice or are considering
making such changes to return to solid foundatiogBad’s word and we pray that the Holy
Spirit guide us into all the truth (John 16:13).
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